SOME LETTERS OF
of it is only mythological machinery for symbolizing the opposed doctrine — that of the denial of life. As Christianity (contrary of course to the wish and meaning of its founder) has historically linked itself with this doctrine, I included certain aspects of it in this mythological apparatus — always with a semi-satirical intention. I meant to write a poem, pure and simple; and my western friends, with the naivet6 proper to them, seem to have accepted it as such; but Cambridge insists on treating it as a theological treatise. As such, they can but find it pretty foolish, I fear. . . .
From the time of Moody's return to Chicago at the beginning of 1901 his letters, much less frequent and voluminous than formerly, leave many gaps in the record of his life. He was now able to get longer leaves of absence from his teaching, and spent much time in travelling, both in America and in Europe. His love of wild life led him to the Rocky Mountains with Mr. Hamlin Garland in the summer of 1901, and to Arizona, alone, in the spring of 1904—excursions which later bore fruit in his first published prose play, "The Great Divide." He made a trip to Greece in 1902. The rest of this period he divided between Boston, New York, and Chicago. The chief literary event was the publication of his second poetic drama/ "The Fire-Bringer," in March, 1904.
134ed after his early death.
